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Indigenous Peoples Call for a Moratorium on REDD+
by Global Alliance of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities against REDD and for Life
Tuesday, 06 December 2011

Indigenous Peoples participating in the UNFCCC negotiations have called for a moratorium on REDD+ today. In a
statement released to the press, the Global Alliance of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities against REDD and
for Life declares: â€œREDD+ threatens the survival of Indigenous Peoples and forest-dependent communities and could
result in the biggest land grab of all time. Based on in-depth investigations, a growing number of recent reports provide
evidence that Indigenous Peoples are being subjected to violations of their rights as a result of the implementation of
REDD+-type programs and policies.â€•

Berenice Sanchez, MesoAmerican Indigenous Womens BioDiversity Network, Mexico, said, â€œThe supposed safeguards
are voluntary, weak and hidden in the Annex. REDD+-type projects are already violating Indigenous Peoplesâ€™ rights
throughout the world. We are here to demand an immediate moratorium to stop REDD+-related landgrabs and abuses
because of REDD+.â€•

The President of the Ogiek Council of Elders of the Mau Forest of Kenya, Joseph K. Towett, said â€œWe support the
moratorium because anything that hurts our cousins, hurts us all.â€•

Marlon Santi, former President of the National Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador, said, â€œWe are here to
express our concern about the false solutions that have made a business out of climate change. For indigenous Peoples,
the way of life we maintain in our territories is sacred. Therefore, we see carbon markets as a hypocrisy that will not
detain global warming. With this moratorium, we alert our peoples about the risks that come with REDD+: threats against
our rights and those of our Mother Earth, with the attempts to turn our lands and our forests into a waste-basket for
carbon, while those responsible for the crisis continue reaping the benefits.â€•

â€œREDD+, in its readiness phase, has proved that it is not an effective tool for providing binding safeguards. We have seen
the problems it causes and we take them extremely seriously,â€• said Tom Goldtooth of the Indigenous Environmental
Network.

Basing their alert on the Precautionary Principle[1] and on serious concerns regarding human rights, Indigenous Peoplesâ€™
rights, and an increasing spate of reports citing the failure of REDD to protect forests or to mitigate the climate crisis, the
Global Alliance of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities against REDD and for Life calls for an immediate
moratorium.

In addition, in the document released to the press today, they call for the United Nations Human Rights Council, the
Office of the HighÂ Commissioner on Human Rights, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and
other human rights organizations, to investigate and document violations from REDD+-type policies and projects, as well
as to prepare reports, to issue recommendations and to establish precautionary measures and reparations to guarantee
the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and other instruments and norms.

The call for moratorium was announced at a press conference at UNCOP17 this morning. See the entire press
conference on video, here.

For further information, contact:
Jeff Conant, Global Justice Ecology Project: +27 073 623 0619
http://www.carbontradewatch.org
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NOTE: The Precautionary Principle requires that a project or product be proven safe before it is implemented or
released. In the case of REDD+, there is ample evidence that, not only is it unsafe, it will cause social, ecological and
cultural harm.

Â

The call for a moratorium follows, below:

Â

Â

Global Alliance of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities against REDD and for Life Calls for a Moratorium on
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD+)

Â

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 17th Conference of the Parties Durban, South Africa,
December 5, 2011

Â

The Global Alliance of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities against REDD and for Life calls for a moratorium on
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD+) at the 17th Conference of the Parties of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), until the following concerns are fully addressed
and resolved. However, we reserve the right to expand these demands.

Â

Our call for a moratorium is based upon the precautionary principle which says that, â€œwhen an activity raises threats of
harm to human health or the environment, precautionary measures should be taken even if some cause and effect
relationships are not established scientifically.â€• The moratorium that we are demanding is the precaution that must be
taken to ensure our rights and our environment because the majority of the forests of the world are found in the land and
territories of indigenous peoples.

Â

REDD+ threatens the survival of Indigenous Peoples and forest-dependent communities and could result in the biggest
land grab of all time. Based on in depth investigations, a growing number of recent reports provides evidence that
Indigenous Peoples are being subjected to violations of their rights as a result of the implementation of REDD+-type
policies and programs, including: the right to life of objectors to REDD+, forced displacements and involuntary
resettlement, the loss of lands, territories and resources, means of subsistence, food sovereignty and security, and the
imposition of so-called â€œalternative livelihoodsâ€• that lead to separation of our people from their communities, cultures y
traditional knowledge. Similarly, our rights to free, prior and informed consent, self-determination and autonomy
consecrated in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIPs) are also violated. It is
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worth noting that the United Nations itself recognizes that REDD+ could result in the â€œlock-up of forestsâ€•. Furthermore,
REDD+ is portrayed as a vehicle for strengthening land tenure rights, but, in fact, is used to weaken them.

Â

We denounce that the safeguards contained in the Cancun Accords do not provide a framework that prevents or halts
the violation of our individual and collective rights established by UNDRIPs; given that they do not establish legally
binding obligations or mechanisms to guarantee our rights, present complaints, or demand reparations. The efforts we
have made to strengthen human rights safeguards at COP 17 have been rebuffed by relevant Contact Groups of SBSTA
and LCA within the UNFCCC process.

Â

REDD+ and the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) promote the privatization and commodification of forests, trees
and air through carbon markets and offsets from forests, soils, agriculture and could even include the oceans. This could
commodify almost the entire surface of Mother Earth, hurts our relationship with the sacred and violates the rights of
Mother Earth. We denounce that carbon markets are a hypocrisy that will not stop global warming.

Â

We also share our profound concern that the sources of financing for REDD+ carbon offsets come from the private
sector and carbon markets, which extractive industries are involved in. Carbon markets and REDD+ convert our
territories and forests into carbon dumps, while those most responsible for the climate crisis do not commit to legally
binding reductions of greenhouse gas emissions and continue to make profits. The World Bank itself has reported that
the â€œfinancial flows required for climate stabilization and adaptation, will in the long run be mainly private in composition.â€•

Â

REDD+ not only harms Indigenous Peoples and local communities, but also damages the environment. REDD+
promotes industrial plantations and could include planting genetically modified trees. Perverse incentives are already
increasing deforestation and the substitution of native forests with monocultures.

Â

REDD+ jeopardize the human future and the balance of Mother Earth because it entrenches fossil fuel use, which is the
major cause of the climate crisis. According to the Director of NASA, James Hansen, the worldâ€™s most distinguished
climatologist, â€œindustrialized countries could offset 24-69% of their emissions via the CDM and REDD... thus avoiding the
necessary domestic cuts that are required to peak emissions around 2015.â€•

Â

REDD+-type projects lead to conflicts within and between indigenous communities and other vulnerable populations. The
loss of traditional use of forest, financial incentives, converting forests into commodities, financial speculation and land
grabs undermine our traditional systems of governance, generate conflicts.
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Â

Furthermore, every time that a community signs a REDD+ contract in a developing country, which provides pollution
credits for the fossil fuel industry and other entities responsible for climate change, it allows environmental destruction
and hurts vulnerable communities elsewhere, including in the North. By favoring continued exploitation and burning of
fossil fuels, REDD+ allows for the continuation of pollution in industrialized countries, further threatening communities in
the North that are already overburdened by these impacts. It is not possible to reform or regulate REDD+ to prevent this
situation.

Â

Due to the problems of calculating baselines, leakage, permanence, monitoring, reporting and verification that policy
makers and methodology designers are not willing and cannot solve, REDD+ is undermining the climate regime and
violating the principle of common but differentiated responsibility established under the UNFCCC. Pollution credits
generated by REDD+ obstruct the only workable solution to climate change: keeping oil, coal and gas in the ground. Like
the carbon credits produced under the Kyoto Protocolâ€™s CDM, REDD+ is not intended to achieve real emissions
reductions, but merely to â€œcompensateâ€• for excessive fossil fuel use elsewhere.

Â

Furthermore, biotic carbon â€“ the carbon stored in forests â€“ can never be the climatic equivalent to fossilized carbon kept
underground. Carbon dioxide from burning fossil fuels adds to the overall burden of carbon perpetually circulating
between the atmosphere, vegetation, soils and oceans. This inequivalence, among many other complexities, makes
REDD carbon accounting impossible, allowing carbon traders to inflate the value of REDD carbon credits with impunity.

Â

Based on the above, we urgently call for the United Nations Human Rights Council, the Office of the High Commissioner
on Human Rights, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and human rights organizations to
investigate and document the violations from REDD+-type policies and projects, as well as to prepare reports, issue
recommendations and establish precautionary measures and reparations to guarantee the implementation of UNDRIPs
and other instruments and norms.

Â

In summary, REDD+-type policies and projects are moving too quickly, allowing crucial human rights and environmental
concerns to be sidelined or dismissed. We reaffirm the need for the moratorium on REDD+. In conclusion, we emphasize
that forests are most successfully conserved and managed with indigenous governance of the collective lands and
territories of Indigenous Peoples.

Â
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listen to the webcast of the pressconference Â
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